
Peer Ministers Pictured Below: Amy (events), Andrea (Outreach), Katy (Admin), 
Justin (Outreach), Luke (Retreats), Michael (Liturgy), and Fr. Ross (Chaplain) 

This year was one for the books. We saw ever-changing COVID policies, a closed campus, and yet a 
growing community at the Newman Center! As a team, we have been blessed by all of the 
beautiful pieces of the year. We are also so grateful to our fellow students who were flexible while 
we continued to adjust to changing phases.  

Looking back on this year, we are amazed by the number of events we were able to host and how 
far we’ve come as a community since September. We welcomed a new freshman class, started new 
Bible studies, found creative ways to gather safely, hosted SEEK21, went on a retreat, played 
games, sent forth a group of graduating seniors (including two Peer Ministers), and more. The 
Newman Center’s mission is to encounter, equip, and evangelize the students at Western 
Washington University, and it was a joy to use each of our unique skillsets to do just that. 

As Peer Ministers, we have personally encountered the Lord in our own lives. We have also been a 
witness to the way He is working in those around us. We are excited to share with you some 
highlights from the last two quarters along with student testimonies on the impact of the Newman 
Center! May this newsletter be a source of encouragement and hope to you all that this generation 
of Catholic young adults is striving to live out the beauty and truth of the Church, even in such 
uncertain times.   

THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE — COVID STYLE 

End  of  Year 2021 Newsletter 

In Christ,  
2020-21  

Peer Ministry Team 



Student 
Students were asked to share a few words about the WWU Newman Center  

and their personal experience.  Here is what we received: 

Kateri Rinallo—Our Lady of Guadalupe, West Seattle 

As a freshman, I am so grateful I found the Newman this year. This community 
has done such an amazing job at giving me a place to belong, as it helps remind 
me who I ultimately belong to. Through sharing in Adoration, Bible studies, 
discipleship, and, now, service I have come to know the Father so much more 
than I did before. This has been very comforting for me because even as I am 
away at college, I never feel too far away from comfort since the Father is the 
source of all home.  

Eli Sherwood—Holy Rosary, West Seattle 

The Newman center has been a great community to be a part of during a full 
school year of online school. With all of my classes being virtual, it was a blessing 
to still be able to interact with other college students at the Newman center. I 
met a lot of cool people and became closer to God in the process.  

Michael Schacher—Church of the Assumption, Bellingham 

In this community I have come to realize that friendships 
rooted in the Lord are priceless. It’s hard not to be joyful when 
you’re surrounded by the authentic, caring, and virtuous 
people that make up the Newman. My life has been made 
more joyful through them and I hope to share that joy with 
others, regardless of where the Lord takes me.  

Anthony Meza—St. Mary Parish, Marysville 

My time at the Newman gave me a lot of examples of what a 
community should look like. I strive to model that in my parish and 
everywhere I go. I am eternally grateful for the growth and maturity 
that God taught me through the Newman. I desire all the best for the 
new students coming in, until then, Adiós! 

Voices 

Allison Lepp—St. Therese, Church of the Little Flower 

Minot, North Dakota 

The community fostered through the Newman Center is like 
nothing I have experienced before and has provided me with 
the space and opportunity to deepen my relationship with the 
Lord. Through the chaotic ups and downs of this past year, the 
Newman Center has been a constant in my life and has helped 
me to rely on Jesus, regardless of what is happening in the 
world around me. I am incredibly grateful for all the ways I have 
experienced the Lord’s love for me through the work being 
done at the Newman Center!  (Allison is pictured in the middle) 

Steven Fernandez—Saint Augustine, Oak Harbor 

When I first started attending the Newman Center community, I did not 
really know what to expect. At first, I was only looking for a place where I 
could meet people who share my Catholic faith. In time, as I became more 
involved, I realized that the community not only provided me a place 
where I could worship, but also the opportunity to grow in faith through 
prayer, fellowship, and service. I’ve met great people who strive to grow 
and live in the faith. For someone like me, who has not progressed in 
learning about the faith since graduating high school, the Newman Center 
has provided me with a stepping stone to learn more about the faith and 
to reflect on my life to not only become a witness of Jesus, but also strive 
to be His disciple. I know that I have a long way to go, but as Emma, the 
Campus Director, once said, “the Lord meets you where you are,” which 
gives me hope that the Lord has great plans in store for all of us. 

Rylee Orteza—Our Lady Star of the Sea, Bremerton 

Over my three years at the Newman my life has changed in more ways than 
one. The most impactful has been establishing a prayer routine to talk with 
God everyday. I am most grateful for all the opportunities the Newman 
Center has provided for me to grow in my faith and to help me better strive 
for sainthood. (Rylee is pictured on the right) 



WEDNESDAYS—NEWMAN NIGHTS 
Every Wednesday we hosted Newman Night, an evening filled with community, learning, and Sacramental offerings. 
Beginning with Mass, students met at Sacred Heart Church for an engaging and powerful homily from Fr. Ross. The 
night then shifted, as students moved to the parish hall, where they heard from a guest speaker. For students not living 
in Bellingham or unable to make it, this part of the evening was also streamed via Zoom. The talks always ended with 
an invitation for students to take what they have learned into Eucharistic Adoration for prayer, leading everyone to 
journey back to the church, where Fr. Ross exposed the Blessed Sacrament and was available for confession.  

The talks we heard throughout the year were dynamic, unique, and thought-provoking. We heard from Fr. Thomas 
Aquinas Pickett, OP of Seattle on covenants and the true meaning of receiving the Eucharist; Deacon Eric Paige, 
Director of Marriage and Family Life for the Archdiocese of Seattle on virtue; Fr. Justin Ryan associate Dir. of Vocations 
on discernment; and many others. We also welcomed Fr. Moore of Assumption Parish for two Q&A sessions, held a 
Minute-To-Win-It game night, volunteered with Growing Veterans for an afternoon, hosted a trivia night, and 
volunteered for Agape Service Project.  

Newman Nights went through a few changes over the course of the 
last few months as state COVID protocols evolved. We went from 
having pre-spaced seating to being able to sit at tables for talks, and 
from having boxed food to-go to eating catered meals before the 
talks. Through every change and obstacle, students continued to 
show up, receive Sacraments, and build community in a beautiful 
way. Every Newman Night was an opportunity for transformation and 
an invitation to lean in more fully to the Catholic faith. It was incredible 
to see how many students took advantage of that each week. 

Regular Offerings 

FRIDAYS—DIVING DEEPER 
Diving Deeper over spring quarter has been a fountain of grace. Over the past three months we have 
explored topics such as prudence, friendship, temperance, and reasons why we should love God. Fr. 
Thomas Aquinas Pickett started off the quarter with a brilliant lesson on the value of prudence in all 
things. We learned that it is impossible to be virtuous without prudence, and we also learned how to 
grow in prudence every day. Following the lesson on prudence, we learned just how good friendship 
is, especially friendship rooted in the love of Christ. This is because friends love who their friends 
love. This is why we love our enemies: because Christ does, and He is our friend.  

As the quarter progressed we came to know just how real and possible a Christ-like life is. It is real 
because much more than just a theory; the grace of Christ actively makes it possible to attain. Diving 
Deeper has been a source of wisdom which has led to deeper joy; it has brought our community 
closer together in an exploration of what it means to be a Catholic in that timeless way which so 
characterizes everything the Church does. 

We are so grateful to Sacred Heart 
Parish for opening their  doors to us 
every Sunday evening this year. Not 
only were we blessed with the 
availability of in-person Mass, but Fr. 
Ross offered an hour of Adoration and 
Reconciliation before mass each 
week.  

SUNDAYS—MASS, ADORATION, & CONFESSION 

In December, Sacred Heart parishioner Dale Pollard was 
ordained a permanent Deacon to the Seattle Archdiocese! 
Throughout the winter and spring quarters students were able 
to hear him preach a few homilies and get to know him a bit. 
He is a blessing and alumni from Western! During spring 
quarter the diocese started allowing music for Mass again. It 
was such a beautiful moment. 

These Sunday offerings provided the chance for students to 
regularly engage with the sacraments, AND to do so among a 
community of peers seeking to grow in their faith alongside 
one another. The love, peace, and forgiveness present in the 
Eucharist and Confession can be felt throughout the church and 
brought incredible transformation to students on a weekly 
basis.   



Special Events 
MERCY RETREAT 
On April 24th, five months after its original postponement due to COVID, we were able to invite 
students into an intentional day of encounter with the tender, loving mercy of God. What a gift! 
Even though we only had nine hours together, as opposed to our normal multiple-day model, the 
day bore so much fruit. 

Sister Moira Debono from the Religious Sisters of Mercy and Kevin Ward from our own FOCUS 
missionary team spoke on the mercy of God. We then took these talks to silent prayer with guided 
reflections, followed by unpacking what the Lord desired to show us through the speaker in small 
groups. We were also blessed with the opportunity to go to Mass in Immaculate Heart’s beautiful 
church. During the afternoon, Fr. Ross exposed the Blessed Sacrament for Eucharistic adoration and 
students were given the opportunity to seek out the Lord’s Mercy through Reconciliation. What a 
blessing! 

Christ promises where two or three are gathered in His name, He is in our midst. With thirty 
gathered, we were blessed by His mercy and presence in the Sacraments and each other, and were 
sent forth sanctify the world. 

A HUGE thank you to the 
Religious Sisters of Mercy! 
They continue to support 
the ministry here and share 

their time and talent with the students through retreats, talks, work parties on 
Shaw Island, and small groups throughout each year. We are grateful for all they 
have done and continue to do!   

Right: Sr. Peter Miriam, on retreat with us in 2019. The sisters love Green Dragon salsa from 
Trader Joes! Below: Students at Mass during the Mercy Retreat, Spring 2021 

KICKBALL GAME VS UW NEWMAN 
The University of Washington Newman Center was kind enough to invite us to play them in an 
exhibition kickball match (2 matches, in fact!). On May 15th, they hosted us at their Newman 
Center in Seattle, WA. We began the day with Mass, transitioning into kickball, and then dinner. It 
was a such a blessing to be able to spend time in intentional fellowship with one another. While 
maintaining the COVID guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese and state, we managed to put 
together an incredible event between our Newman Centers. It was so fun!! 

WWU Newman’s competitive team brought their A-game, with a 8-4 victory over UW. But, as 
UW’s Father Marcin reminded us during the homily, the time we spent together was not about 
who won or lost. It was about the intentional fellowship and growth towards God together.  

Fellowship in Christ is central to the Newman Center’s ministry. In being able to celebrate the 
sacraments together, spend intentional time together, and compete virtuously, friendships were 
formed and strengthened. Praise God! 

Below: Pictures from the day in Seattle. In addition to the students,  Alumni, Br. Damien Joseph (Benedictine) also joined us! (top left) 



SEEK21 is an annual conference put on by the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS), the organization 

our missionaries are from. Each year a group of students from WWU will gather with almost 20,000 other Catholic 

young adults. It’s an incredible experience! This year because of COVID-19 SEEK21 happened virtually February 4-7. 

Praise the Lord, we were able to host safely (distanced and masked) in person at Sacred Heart in Bellingham. The time 

together included listening to live and prerecorded talks, reflection, small groups, Mass, Adoration, and Confession. 

Additionally, throughout the Thursday-Sunday conference students were able to simply hang out! This year was unlike 

any before and by getting creative we were able to gather safely and grow closer to the Lord together. Check out what 

one student had to say about his experience at SEEK21:  

I went into SEEK unenthused at spending my weekend with people I didn't know very well. I was even more hesitant 
to sit in a cold hall watching videos about a religion I hadn't been consciously part of for years. At that time in my life, 
I wasn't sure if Catholicism was for me, however I went to the retreat expecting to come and go and then carry on 
with my life as if nothing had happened. The Lord clearly had different plans for me. The retreat started with a few 
talks that really got me thinking about why I wasn't living a proper Christian lifestyle. The questions I was asking 
myself only got highlighted in small groups where I was challenged to take a deeper look at my life, and if I was 
happy with it. I wasn’t. There was a gaping hole in my heart that I'd been trying to fill for years with different earthly 
pleasures. The next few talks were about trusting God and letting him in. I was inspired by the deep love for God 
that the people around me had. I wanted in on that. I could clearly feel the presence of God moving in my life 
through the interactions of the people around me, the talks, and the small group sessions. I would be lying to say it 
didn't terrify me. That night, I went to my first honest Confession in months, and then the morning after I received 
The Holy Eucharist for the first time in over two years. The peace I felt after receiving was an awesome experience. I 
will always be grateful for my time at SEEK, I will never forget the way God actively worked in my life that week. 

—Michael Petris (Holy Family, Kirkland) 

SEEK21 

2020-21 Missionary Team 
Kevin Ward — 

Team Director 

Hey there! My name is 
Kevin, and I am the Team 
Director for our FOCUS 
Missionaries. What a year it 
has been!  I have been 
blown away by what the 
Lord has done this year at 

Western.  Despite the challenges of COVID, God has 
continued to bless our mission here.  Getting to run 
alongside the guys here as they begin to make their 
relationship with the Lord their own is like no other 
feeling, and it is truly humbling!   

Megan Roder—Missionary 
Hi! My name is Megan, and I’m a first year FOCUS Missionary from Minnesota. The Lord has truly 
blessed me by sending me to such a beautiful place! I’ve been blown away by the openness and 
transformation that I’m witnessing in the students’ lives. It is truly evident that the students here are 
searching for truth in their lives, and it is a privilege to be able to share the Gospel with them. The 
Lord is so, so good! 

Taylor Thompson—Missionary 
Hello there, my name is Taylor Thompson. I am a first-year FOCUS missionary from Helena, 
Montana. I graduated from Carroll College with my BSN, and I am very excited and blessed to be 
serving at WWU. It has been amazing to watch the transformative power of Christ through the 
students’ lives these last two quarters. The Lord is revealing His almighty power and that He is not 
limited through any human restrictions. Many students are thirsting for something more than this 
world can offer, they’re searching for the love of God even if they do not recognize it. My favorite 
part of mission is simply encountering souls, hearing their stories, and being able to share the 

deepest love I have found with them, which is Jesus Christ. I am honored to get the opportunity to walk with students 
in their journey of faith; I cannot wait to see what else the Lord has in store for WWU students. He is a good Father 
and a giver of good gifts!  

Malakai Gustilo-Rios—Missionary 
I graduated from San Diego State University three years ago, and joined FOCUS to be a missionary on college 
campuses. The reasons I strive bring the Gospel to men in college has grown and changed again and again. Lately I 
have spent a lot of time thinking about authentic friendship. I remember when I entered college I didn't know what it 
meant to be real friends. It was a huge gift to meet Catholics who enjoyed wasting care free time with me, and were 
generally curious about who I was and what I cared about. I believe the vast majority of college men suffer from 
loneliness because they have never experienced a friendship that is fueled by a love for Jesus. Every genuine 

connection I make with someone on campus is a gift to both me and the person I encounter. My hope is that others may feel the same 
friendship with God and others in their own lives.  



BIBLE STUDIES 
Bible study small groups are a key method of ministry for 
us! Between the changing COVID phases, juggling 
different household sizes, and combining in person and 
online Bible studies, missionaries and student leaders 
were kept more than busy trying to make sure everyone 
had a place to share life within a small group. 

As we all know, COVID phases changed a lot throughout 
the year! It was important to follow what the Archdiocese 
had in place for safe meetings. Sometimes this looked like 

meeting in the parish hall at Sacred Heart, at the Newman Center, or 
even sometimes outside! With each setting there were online 
options for people to virtually attend as well.  

What a gift it was to build community through Bible studies!  With 
so many on campus activities not in opperation, Bible studies 
offered a break for students from the many hours of Zoom classes 
and homework.  By gathering with 5-10 other peers, students were 
able to wrestle with the larger questions of faith, while still being 
supported by a group of friends.  More than 30 students were 
involved in a Bible study this year.  It is an incredible witness to 
watch our students keep community and faith alive outside the walls 
of the Church! 

LEFT: Peer Ministers, Andrea and Justin! The 
Newman was the first club to start tabling on 
campus at WWU during spring quarter.  

Bottom: Students together after a Sunday 
Mass at Sacred Heart.  

A Note From... 
FR. ROSS—CHAPLAIN 
It is with a heart full of gratitude that I reach out to you now! As you may have heard, beginning July 1, 2021 the 
Archbishop has assigned me as Pastor at Sacred Heart and this also means that I will continue here as WWU Newman 
chaplain as well!  I am beyond thrilled with this announcement as this type of pastoral stability will really allow us to 
vision, forecast and plan more effectively into the future; ensuring that fruitful ministry continues for current students 
and firm foundations are laid for future generations to come.    

It’s been a humbling honor to accompany so many students here who are seeking out the Lord, especially during the 
pandemic. As you may remember, from the fall newsletter, we were able to meet 100% in person this year at Sacred 
Heart!  And what an incredible grace it was to physically accompany our students (masked of course) during these 
strange times.  During the winter and the spring quarters, we continued to work hard to provide both a COVID safe 
environment and a place where encounters could happen – encountering the Lord and encountering one another.  I 
am hopeful that this newsletter has shown you a bit about how that happened through the last two quarters.   

Additionally, with the sustained growth and opportunity for the ministry we are excited to welcome a second person to 
our professional Newman staff. Our campus minister search was incredibly successful, and we are excited to welcome 
Eric Bishop to the team! You will hear more from him in the months to come, but just know that he is an incredible 
addition to our professional team as we seek to encounter, equip, and evangelize the students at Western Washington 
University. As always, we are extremely grateful for the continued support from the Archdiocese, parishes, benefactors, 
parents, and all others who support the mission of the church here at WWU both financially and through our many 
prayer warriors.  Ministry here would not be possible without you! Please let us know if you have any special prayer 
intentions that we can lift up in prayer this summer (the back page has ways to contact us!) 

+Blessings, 

Fr. Ross 

EMMA FISHER—DIR. OF CAMPUS MINISTRY 
I wish there was enough time in the day to sit with each and everyone of you who will be reading this! I so desire to 
share what is happening in Bellingham. I hope and pray that by reading this you are able to catch a glimpse of the way 
the Lord is moving here.  

It was in describing my work that I realized how excited I am each day to come here! It’s like reading a book you just 
can’t put down! Each day I am given the opportunity to be a part of these students lives and share God’s unending 
love and mercy for them. Sometimes this happens in our programming, but often it’s in the living room over lunch, on 
a walk through campus, or out getting coffee or tea. Each day is a new page to the book and I can’t stop reading. The 
Lord is so good. This year has been nothing what we had expected. But, it has been so much more! All year I have 
been drawn to this quote, “The Lord will not be outdone in His generosity.”  - St. Ignatious of Loyola  I pray that you also 
continue to press into the hard things and know that our Lord will not be outdone in His generosity to you. What will it 
look like? I have no idea, you just have to keep reading!  



WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
ENCOUNTER - EQUIP - EVANGELIZE 
STRIVING TO... 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? Pray, always! 

Become a partner in the mission by donating monthly! We would love to talk to 
you about this. Please contact Emma Fisher directly for details. (e-mail below) 1. 

2. Do you have time, talent, or treasure you would like to share with the Newman 
Center? We want to hear from you! Please contact us to schedule a time to talk. 

Please feel free to give more or less than the suggested amount!  

This is only a suggestion and we are grateful for your generosity,  whatever the amount. 

3. One time suggested donation of  $150! This feeds all students who come for dinner 
on a Newman Night. 

Welcome Eric Bishop!  
New Campus Minister 

Hello!  My name is Eric Bishop, and my wife Kyrstyn and I just moved into 
town from Austin, TX.  It is such an honor and a gift to join Father Ross and 
Emma in serving the students here on campus. I'm excited to get to work 

advancing the Gospel of Jesus Christ and setting the captives free with Him!  

Pictured Above: The LAST Newman Night of the year! 
Students came and gave their time and helped the Agape 
Service Project prepare for their first distributions this 
summer! 

HOW TO DONATE 
GO ONLINE :   

 www.WWUNEWMAN.com/donate-now 

MAIL CHECK TO:  

 714A N Garden  

 Bellingham, WA 98225 

E-mail:  Emmafisher@wwunewman.com 

Phone: 360.410.0218 

CONTACT US! 
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